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Aquatic & Marine Ecologist
Ecosystem Health Monitoring | Environmental Impact Assessment | Marine Incident Leadership



Dedicated, field-tested Aquatic Ecologist and Marine Biologist with a Bachelor of Science (Honours) from the University of Queensland. Proven incident leader and rescue coordinator adept at managing high-pressure marine mammal emergencies, directing field operations, navigating inter-agency communications, and enforcing workplace health and safety. Possesses hands-on experience in ecosystem health monitoring, fauna handling, species identification, eDNA collection, and electrofishing techniques across diverse aquatic environments. Competent in assessing potential environmental impacts of construction projects and evaluating engineering designs against government compliance standards. Proven ability to balance multiple high-responsibility roles, bringing technical precision, high-level leadership, and strong analytical capabilities to environmental consulting firms and government regulatory bodies.

· Technical Aquatic & Field Research Capabilities: Accomplished in designing and executing comprehensive aquatic ecosystem surveys, including fish tagging, relocation, eDNA sampling, and boat/backpack electrofishing operations.
· Regulatory Compliance & Impact Assessment: Experienced in synthesising complex engineering designs and environmental policy to conduct rigorous impact assessments and deliver actionable mitigation recommendations for development projects near sensitive waterways.
· Incident Leadership & Crisis Management: Proven track record as a Marine Mammal Rescue Coordinator, expertly leading emergency response operations, executing rapid situational assessments, and applying standardised marine mammal rescue protocols under challenging field conditions.
· High-Impact Communication & Stakeholder Engagement: Skilled in translating scientific concepts for non-technical audiences, liaising with external regulatory agencies, leading public education campaigns, and managing high-stress crowd control scenarios.
· Certified Maritime & Dive Operations: Fully certified Coxswain Grade 3 skipper, Open Water Scuba Diver (20m), and Basic Free Diver (20m), qualified to lead maritime field operations, vessel navigation, and underwater research tasks safely.
· Strong Academic Foundation: Holds an Honours degree in Marine Biology from the University of Queensland, underpinning field practices with strong analytical, research, and scientific reporting rigor.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE


Aquatic & Marine Ecology | Ecosystem Health Surveys | Species Identification & Tagging | Environmental Impact Assessment
Electrofishing (Boat & Backpack) | eDNA Sampling & Processing | Animal Husbandry & Fauna Handling | Government Policy Compliance
Marine Mammal Rescue & Response | Incident Command & Leadership | Stakeholder & Public Relations | Artificial Reef Deployment
Crowd Control & Crisis Mitigation | Coxswain 3 | Waterway Monitoring & Conservation | Field Operations & Logistics 
Scuba & Freediving Operations | Data Collection & Analysis | Workplace Health & Safety (WHS)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Aquatic Ecologist 
Fishology Consulting	March 2026 – Present

· Plan and execute end-to-end ecosystem diversity surveys and aquatic fauna health monitoring programs across inland and coastal waterways. 
· Apply technical fauna handling, tagging, relocation, eDNA collection, and specialised boat/backpack electrofishing techniques to gather robust scientific dataset for ecological assessments. 
· Conduct targeted scientific research to assess the ecological impacts of proposed construction and development projects on surrounding aquatic habitats. 
· Perform detailed species identification and data entries, maintaining rigorous data integrity for government and private sector reporting. 
· Evaluate engineering blueprints and infrastructure designs against environmental regulations and government policy to identify risks and formulate ecological mitigation strategies.

Marine Mammal Rescue Coordinator (Volunteer)
ORRCA 	February 2026 – Present 

· Serve as the key incident coordinator leading field responses to marine mammal emergencies, performing immediate situational assessments to determine deployment strategies. 
· Coordinate inter-agency logistics and maintain clear communication channels between emergency services, wildlife authorities, and key partner organisations (e.g., Parks and Wildlife, NSW Police, and SeaWorld Rescue).


[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Direct multi-disciplinary rescue teams using standardised marine mammal rescue protocols while ensuring full compliance with WHS policies and risk mitigation strategies. 
· Lead public communications, crowd control, and safety perimeters during high-profile rescue operations to protect both response personnel and wild animals. 
· Educate community members and external agency partners on marine mammal behavior, safety hazards, and conservation efforts during active incidents.

General Volunteer & Boat Skipper (Volunteer)
OzFish Unlimited 	September 2024 – Present

· Assist in the technical manufacturing and structural preparation of artificial oyster reefs designed for coastal ecosystem restoration. 
· Serve as vessel skipper and field labourer during offshore reef deployment operations across Moreton Bay.
· Operate field equipment safely following maritime safety protocols to transport and submerge restoration structures. 
· Maintain equipment, safety gear, and vessel readiness for scheduled habitat deployment missions.

Senior Sandwich Artist
Subway 	November 2023 – Present

· Manage high-volume shift operations efficiently, ensuring operational schedules, safety protocols, and cleanliness standards are consistently met.
· Exercise key problem-solving skills and operational decision-making during non-managerial shifts, resolving operational bottlenecks independently.
· Deliver exceptional customer service, maintaining clear verbal communication with clients, suppliers, and team members.
· Oversee workplace health and safety compliance, inventory checks, and food safety protocols.
·  Assist in training new team members, fostering a collaborative, detail-oriented work environment.

Equipment Operator
Area51 	November 2022 – November 2023

· Conducted daily pre- and post-shift safety inspections on specialised facility equipment to ensure optimal functionality and mitigate operational hazards.
· Maintained strict safety standards, enforcing facility rules while fostering an encouraging, safe environment for guests.
· Communicated safety procedures and instructions clearly to diverse groups of adults and children.
· Managed operational timelines and shift responsibilities in alignment with daily opening and closing schedules.
· Identified potential hazards proactively and took immediate action to secure working and recreational environments.

Grocery & Nightfill Associate 
Woolworths 	November 2021 – July 2022

· Executed inventory management practices, including routine cycle counts, stock audits, and removal of non-compliant items.
· Maintained high standards of workplace health and safety through proper manual handling and stock organisation techniques.
· Provided direct customer service at point-of-sale systems and assisted store patrons with product inquiries.
· Collaborated with team members during time-sensitive restocking cycles to achieve store efficiency targets.
· Handled stock rotations accurately to ensure compliance with health, safety, and quality regulations.
EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS & CERTIFICATIONS

· Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Marine Biology
University of Queensland

Licences & Field Certifications
· Coxswain Grade 3 Licence (No. NC82800, Exp. 16/02/2031) – Brisbane Boating Co.
· Open Water Dive Licence (Qualified to 20m) – Tweed Sea Sports
· Basic Free Diver Licence (Qualified to 20m) – Pressure Project
· Workplace Health and Safety QLD Construction Induction (White Card) – Blue Dog Training

Specialised & First Aid Training
· Marine Mammal Rescue Training – ORRCA
· Rescue Coordinator Training – ORRCA
· HLTAID011: Provide First Aid – Australian Institute of Training
· HLTAID010: Provide Basic Emergency Life Support – Australian Institute of Training
· HLTAID009: Provide Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation – Australian Institute of Training
REFERENCES – Available On Request





